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Newsletter Article 		Good News
	Isn’t it time for some good news? There is bad news is all around us. It doesn’t seem that we can escape it! Well, hear the Good News – God still loves us and wants to be the center of our lives!! Why is that good? What does that have to do with the way my life is going? 
	Good Questions all! The answer to these questions and possibly many more will be addressed during Lent with the sermon series Emmanuel: God with Us. Starting with on Ash Wednesday, Pastor (name) will use the building of the Wilderness Tabernacle and its furnishings to examine how God desired to be live among the Israelites. Yahweh summoned Moses to the top of Mount Sinai to give him instructions (Ten Commandments) for the Israelite people to live by and if they agreed to this they would be set aside as a chosen nation that would be the priests to the world. After the agreement was cemented through a ritual sacrifice and meal halfway up the mountain Moses received an offering of gold, silver, and cloth from the grateful people and built the Tabernacle in the middle of their encampment.
Join us on Ash Wednesday to see how the Israelites were so loved that God placed his Tabernacle in their midst. God was with them in their daily living. Pastor (name) will illustrate the various elements of the Tabernacle with its practical function within the life of the Israelites. This is only the beginning since each of these elements had a symbolic foreshadowing of the coming of Jesus and how Jesus wanted to be the center of our lives.
God Loves Us
God wants to be the Center of our Lives
(Optional Closing A)
[bookmark: _Hlk90619821]	We are looking forward to seeing you each week during Lent. Come to church on (Date of the Sunday just before Ash Wednesday) to receive our gift for you. We will be handing out the book; Emmanuel: God with Us. This will provide you with an in-depth look at God’s desire to be with the Israelites and the sacrificial system to redeem them from their sins. Each chapter provides insight into how this system was fulfilled through the coming of Jesus the Messiah. Our prayer is that this sermon series will deepen your faith journey and provide a clear understanding of just how much God loves you. 
(Optional Closing B)
	We are looking forward to seeing you each week during Lent. We encourage you to purchase the book; Emmanuel: God with Us written by Rev. Dr. Stephen Crowell on Amazon. This book will provide you with an in-depth look at God’s desire to be with the Israelites and the sacrificial system to redeem them from their sins. Each chapter provides insight into how this system was fulfilled through the coming of Jesus the Messiah. Our prayer is that this sermon series will deepen your faith journey and provide a clear understanding of just how much God loves you.
Schedule of Special Services:
Ash Wednesday, 	March 2
Maundy Thursday, 	April 14
Good Friday, 		April 15
Newsletter Article 	Pre-Palm Sunday
Ash Wednesday was the beginning of an unusual spiritual journey. You were met at the door by a travel agent that sent you back in time to relive the experience of the Israelites fleeing captivity. They were headed for an unknown promised land flowing with milk and honey. Since that night we have uncovered the symbolic meanings behind the fence that protected them, the wide entrance into the Tabernacle Courtyard, and the outdoor furniture. The Messiah, Jesus, has been revealed in each of these elements.
	This week the journey not only continues, but the pace picks up and the symbolic meanings become even more personal. Palm Sunday typically has been set aside to celebrate Jesus’ entry into the city of Jerusalem. This time the highlight centers on the Lampstand just inside the Holy Place. The light moves out of the darkness of that room. This Sunday you will witness the light in a brand-new way.
(The rest of the article depends on the choices that were made before the Lenten Season)
	Those of us at (Church Name) are excited to participate in the Lord’s Supper Thursday. Typically, Maundy Thursday focused on Jesus washing the disciples’ feet. The worship team invites you to reexamine the table that was once set in the Wilderness Tabernacle as it was transformed on that night when Jesus set the table for his friends.
	Continue the journey on Good Friday! The death of Jesus on that cross actually shook the world physically and spiritually. Literally, nothing has been the same since. The barriers to the Most High God were ripped apart, not by human hand, but by God. See how the death of Jesus provided a direct avenue for all of humanity to enter in the very midst of God’s presence. 
	Colored eggs hunted down by hordes of children have long been a distraction from the extreme importance of Easter. No gift given to a child could ever overshadow the gift God so desires to offer to all that are willing to receive it. After the chocolate sugar high children and adults are still left with a hole that was really never satisfied. Come and join us on Easter Sunday at (Nine, Ten, and Eleven) to finalize your hunt for something that will provide eternal satisfaction. 


[bookmark: _Hlk92803995]Invitation Letter (Regular Attender)
Greetings (Head of Household),
	This Lenten season it is our goal to use the book written by Rev. Dr. Stephen Crowell to more fully understand the Wilderness Tabernacle and how it was literally shouting out the coming of the Messiah. Each service is designed to lead us to a deeper understanding of Jesus and his sacrifice for us as we explore the different aspects of the Wilderness Tabernacle and its furnishings. The season of Lent is a perfect time to invite those who are close to you but are not attending for whatever reason. The following letter has been sent out to those that may have stopped attending for personal reasons. We have also compiled a list of those who have never attended but have some contact with our ministry. We encourage you to either copy this letter off and send it to your contacts or send our office their information and we would be pleased to mail them this letter.
Your Pastoral Team,
(Name)
Greetings (Head of Household),
	It certainly has been a while since we have had the pleasure of seeing you in church. I know from personal experiences just how difficult it can be to make it out on a Sunday morning. Life just seems to get in the way. If by any chance you are not attending because we offended you in any way, please let me know so that it can be addressed. We truly desire to build a relationship with you that meets your needs. We are just about to enter into the season of Lent where we prepare for the death and resurrection of Jesus. It is also a time where we become reflective to see where God has intervened in our lives and where we messed up. This would be a great time for you to reconnect with (name of the church). Feel free to contact me if I can be of any help in your life. I work best using my (phone, text, email, or office phone).
	Isn’t it time for some good news? There is bad news is all around us. It doesn’t seem that we can escape it! Well, hear the Good News – God still loves us and wants to be the center of our lives!! Why is that good? What does that have to do with the way my life is going? 
	Good Questions all! The answer to these questions and possibly many more will be addressed during Lent with the sermon series Emmanuel: God with Us. Starting with on Ash Wednesday, I will use the building of the Wilderness Tabernacle and its furnishings to examine how God desired to be live among the Israelites. Yahweh summoned Moses to the top of Mount Sinai to give him instructions (Ten Commandments) for the Israelite people to live by and if they agreed to this they would be set aside as a chosen nation that would be the priests to the world. After the agreement was cemented through a ritual sacrifice and meal halfway up the mountain Moses received an offering of gold, silver, and cloth from the grateful people and built the Tabernacle in the middle of their encampment.
Join me on Ash Wednesday to see how the Israelites were so loved that God placed his Tabernacle in their midst. God was with them in their daily living. I will illustrate the various elements of the Tabernacle with its practical function within the life of the Israelites. This is only the beginning since each of these elements had a symbolic foreshadowing of the coming of Jesus and how Jesus wanted to be the center of our lives.
God Loves Us
God Wants to be the Center of our Lives
(Optional Closing A)
	We are looking forward to seeing you each week during Lent. Come to church on (Date of the Sunday just before Ash Wednesday) to receive our gift for you. We will be handing out the book; Emmanuel: God with Us. This will provide you with an in-depth look at God’s desire to be with the Israelites and the sacrificial system to redeem them from their sins. Each chapter provides insight into how this system was fulfilled through the coming of Jesus the Messiah. Our prayer is that this sermon series will deepen your faith journey and provide a clear understanding of just how much God loves you. 
(Optional Closing B)
	We are looking forward to seeing you each week during Lent. We encourage you to purchase the book; Emmanuel: God with Us written by Rev. Dr. Stephen Crowell on Amazon. This book will provide you with an in-depth look at God’s desire to be with the Israelites and the sacrificial system to redeem them from their sins. Each chapter provides insight into how this system was fulfilled through the coming of Jesus the Messiah. Our prayer is that this sermon series will deepen your faith journey and provide a clear understanding of just how much God loves you.
Schedule of Special Services:
Ash Wednesday, 	March 2
Maundy Thursday, 	April 14
Good Friday, 		April 15
Sincerely,
(Pastor’s Name)




Invitation Letter (Marginalized)
Greetings (Head of Household),
	It certainly has been a while since we have had the pleasure of seeing you in church. I know from personal experiences just how difficult it can be to make it out on a Sunday morning. Life just seems to get in the way. If by any chance you are not attending because we offended you in any way, please let me know so that it can be addressed. We truly desire to build a relationship with you that meets your needs. We are just about to enter into the season of Lent where we prepare for the death and resurrection of Jesus. It is also a time where we become reflective to see where God has intervened in our lives and where we messed up. This would be a great time for you to reconnect with (name of the church). Feel free to contact me if I can be of any help in your life. I work best using my (phone, text, email, or office phone).
	Isn’t it time for some good news? There is bad news is all around us. It doesn’t seem that we can escape it! Well, hear the Good News – God still loves us and wants to be the center of our lives!! Why is that good? What does that have to do with the way my life is going? 
	Good Questions all! The answer to these questions and possibly many more will be addressed during Lent with the sermon series Emmanuel: God with Us. Starting with on Ash Wednesday, I will use the building of the Wilderness Tabernacle and its furnishings to examine how God desired to be live among the Israelites. Yahweh summoned Moses to the top of Mount Sinai to give him instructions (Ten Commandments) for the Israelite people to live by and if they agreed to this they would be set aside as a chosen nation that would be the priests to the world. After the agreement was cemented through a ritual sacrifice and meal halfway up the mountain Moses received an offering of gold, silver, and cloth from the grateful people and built the Tabernacle in the middle of their encampment.
Join me on Ash Wednesday to see how the Israelites were so loved that God placed his Tabernacle in their midst. God was with them in their daily living. I will illustrate the various elements of the Tabernacle with its practical function within the life of the Israelites. This is only the beginning since each of these elements had a symbolic foreshadowing of the coming of Jesus and how Jesus wanted to be the center of our lives.
God Loves Us
God Wants to be the Center of our Lives
(Optional Closing A)
	We are looking forward to seeing you each week during Lent. Come to church on (Date of the Sunday just before Ash Wednesday) to receive our gift for you. We will be handing out the book; Emmanuel: God with Us. This will provide you with an in-depth look at God’s desire to be with the Israelites and the sacrificial system to redeem them from their sins. Each chapter provides insight into how this system was fulfilled through the coming of Jesus the Messiah. Our prayer is that this sermon series will deepen your faith journey and provide a clear understanding of just how much God loves you. 
(Optional Closing B)
	We are looking forward to seeing you each week during Lent. We encourage you to purchase the book; Emmanuel: God with Us written by Rev. Dr. Stephen Crowell on Amazon. This book will provide you with an in-depth look at God’s desire to be with the Israelites and the sacrificial system to redeem them from their sins. Each chapter provides insight into how this system was fulfilled through the coming of Jesus the Messiah. Our prayer is that this sermon series will deepen your faith journey and provide a clear understanding of just how much God loves you.
Schedule of Special Services:
Ash Wednesday, 	March 2
Maundy Thursday, 	April 14
Good Friday, 		April 15
Sincerely,
(Pastor’s Name)





Pastor Email #1 Two Weeks Prior to Lenten Campaign
	The season of Lent is fast approaching. It hardly seems like the Christmas Season has finished. Driving through my neighborhood, I can still see Christmas decorations being blown up on the lawns and lights dripping from the houses. 
Unfortunately, my New Years’ resolutions have begun to fade and now seem nearly impossible to keep. Over the years during Lent, I have challenged many faithful Christians with the task of looking to see what could be given up. The goal was to use that time to prepare one’s heart to be drawn nearer to Jesus. 
I have decided to try something different this year. Using the book, Emmanuel: God with Us, to guide our thoughts as we begin to explore the connection between the Wilderness Tabernacle and the coming of the Jewish Messiah. I want to encourage you to invite your friends and family to stop by for a visit as we unlock God’s desire to be not only with the Israelites but with us still today. 
(If the church isn’t buying the book for families.) I invite you to read this book either in advance or each week as a study guide. You can purchase Emmanuel: God with Us on Amazon either as a paperback or on Kindle. Looking forward to beginning this journey with you on Ash Wednesday at (time.)


Pastor’s Email #2 The Week Prior to Lenten Campaign
	I am excited to meet with you on Ash Wednesday as it officially starts the season of Lent. Join us as the Worship Team has put together an interesting approach to Lent. Once you enter the church, ‘Travel’ to the sanctuary with an expectation of meeting God in a brand-new way. You will be walking along with the Israelites as they flee Egypt with the help of a wild man who ran away to the desert. Moses was afraid that his position in Pharoah’s court wouldn’t keep him from persecution.  
The entire nation of the Israelites found themselves under the desert sky. At the base of Mount Sinai, God gave them written instructions on how to become the chosen nation. Just as the Israelites were given a new covenant, those who follow Christ are also under a new covenant as well. 
	Invite your friends and family to stop by for a visit for a most unusual evening as we unlock God’s desire to be not only with the Israelites but with us still today. If you have the book, I invite you to read the chapter for Ash Wednesday in advance of the service. This will certainly help you by giving a deeper look at the events around God meeting the Israelites at Mount Sinai.  You can purchase Emmanuel: God with Us on Amazon either as a paperback or on Kindle. Looking forward to beginning this journey with you on Ash Wednesday at (time.)


Pastor’s Email #3 The Thursday after Ash Wednesday
	I was excited last night to start another year of preparing our hearts to meet Jesus on the Cross and then to celebrate His resurrection. Last night we started the journey by exploring the journey out of Egypt. This coming Sunday I will expand on God’s desire to be with the Israelites. The Wilderness Tabernacle was placed smack dab in the middle of their camp. Hopefully, you will see that God wants to still be in the center of our lives. I invite you to read the chapter, The Center of Camp, in advance of Sunday’s service. This will certainly give you the additional information that may not be covered by the sermon.  You can purchase Emmanuel: God with Us on Amazon either as a paperback or on Kindle. 


Pastor’s Email #4 Monday Promotions of The Fence
	Yesterday, the story revealed that God not only wanted to live with the Israelites in the Tabernacle but in their everyday life. This is still true today. Our God desires to spend time with each of us by being with us not only in church but also in everything we do. 
Tonight, start reading about the barrier that circles the Wilderness Tabernacle. This coming Sunday the message will first look to God’s purity and how this naturally creates a barrier. Then the mystery unfolds as the New Testament shows how Jesus came to break these barriers down.


Pastor’s Email #5 Second Monday Promotion of the Entrance
	Have you ever sat on a fence? Were you just sitting there to take in the view? Well, this is the same for the Israelites in our Lenten Campaign. They are still on the outside of The Fence. Just as there was Good News for them, there is Good News for us still today. 
Yahweh provided an opening in the fence on the eastern side of the fence. This opening was an entrance into the Tabernacle Courtyard. The curtain that hung there was both enticing and wide enough for all to get a good look inside to the Bronze Altar. Yahweh had made a provision for those who needed forgiveness. Jesus was heard to say that He was a gateway and it was only through Him that humanity could find forgiveness. 



Pastor’s Email #6 Third Monday (Promotion of the Bronze Altar)
Noah and his descendants had built altars for a myriad of reasons. These were used to help them to remember the times when God had interceded for them and then use them to offer up their thanks. 
Next week’s service will provide an insight into the Bronze Altar. It was built to place sacrificial animals. Their blood and the burnt offering provided an avenue or means to remove the sins of the one giving the offering. 
It is difficult for many North Americans to fully understand just how messy this would have been. The Israelites were confronted each day with either their sin or the sin of someone else as they walked past the Entrance and looked into the Courtyard where the Priests offered the daily sacrifices. Jesus told the Disciples that he too would be lifted up as a sacrificial lamb. This is one message that you don’t want to miss. 


Pastor’s Email #7 Fourth Monday to Promote Bronze Laver
Every four years Americans cheer on the Olympians during the summer games. It’s a very long and hard journey for any athlete to reach this level. Year after year they get dirty and drip with sweat after long hours of practicing in the blazing hot sun. After each practice, they rush to the locker room so they can take a shower. They know that the warm soapy water cascading over them will remove all of the dirt and grime. This same water eases the tension in their muscles. In many ways, these athletes represent all of humanity in that just going through a regular day causes one to get dirty with all kinds of sins. 
There once was a man preaching in the desert, he challenged those who would listen to change their sinful ways. He knew that he only washed them with water as he baptized them. John spoke of the one coming after him that could wash them on the inside. It is only through Jesus that people would have an internal change in their spirit. Next week our service will focus on the Bronze Laver and its connection with Jesus.


Pastor’s Email #8 Fifth Monday to Promote the Lampstand on Palm Sunday
Children in Sunday School Rooms all across the United States have sung ‘This Little Light of Mine.’ The simple tune and lyrics stay embedded in their memory way into adulthood. Children have learned to let their light shine all around their church, house, neighborhood, and the world. Never again were these children able to keep their light hidden under a bushel -No!!
This song in many ways opens the story up to the lampstand that was placed in the first room of the Wilderness Tabernacle. The purpose of the light from this lampstand was not to be used as a ‘night-light’ for God, but it was used to keep the Israelite people in the very presence of Yahweh. Interesting visions can be formed as one stare at the gold-laden Lampstand since it looked very much like a grapevine with branches holding the lights. Next week the message will unlock the symbolism in its design.


Pastor’s Email #9 Sixth Monday to Promote: Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter

	This is most likely the busiest week in the Christian Calendar. Hopefully, you have been able to attend each of the engaging worship services during our Lenten Campaign. If not, you can find all of these messages on our (Website, YouTube, or Facebook.)
	If you have ever avoided Maundy Thursday because you didn’t want to expose your nasty feet to the world, well GOOD NEWS no one will have their feet exposed and washed. Instead, this Thursday will focus on the table set with a meal fit for the Children of the King. Then Friday a special service has been set aside to explore the relationship with the curtain hanging in the Temple, the earthquake, and Jesus giving up His Spirit.
	Easter Sunday is all about finding mercy. God planned a provision for our sinful nature long before the foundations of the Earth were ever laid. Interesting, we were known before time began. Not just humanity, but each one of us personally. Join me this week as I present the Good News at each of these services.
	


Bulletin #1 Two Weeks Prior to Emmanuel: God with Us
	The season of Lent is fast approaching. Unfortunately, the New Years’ resolutions have begun to fade and now seem nearly impossible to keep. During Lent, individuals are again faced with the impossible task of looking to see what can be given up so that they can utilize what is lacking by focusing on the pending death of Jesus. (Church Name and Pastor’s name) have decided to try something different this year. Using the book, Emmanuel: God with Us, to guide our thoughts to explore the connection between the Wilderness Tabernacle and the coming of the Jewish Messiah. Invite your friends and family to stop by for a visit as we unlock God’s desire to be not only with the Israelites but with us still today. (If the church isn’t buying the book for families.) We invite you to read this book either in advance or each week as a study guide. You can purchase Emmanuel: God with Us on Amazon either as a paperback or on Kindle. Looking forward to beginning this journey with you on Ash Wednesday at (time.)


Bulletin Insert #2 The Week Prior to Emmanuel: God with Us
	Ash Wednesday officially starts off the season of Lent. Join us Wednesday night for an interesting approach to Lent. Travel to the sanctuary with an expectation of meeting God in a brand-new way. Travel with the Israelites as they fled Egypt with the help of a wild man who ran away to the desert. He was afraid that his position wouldn’t keep him from persecution.  Under the desert sky, God gave them instructions for being the chosen nation. Just as the Israelites were given a new covenant, those who follow Christ are also under a new covenant as well. 
	Invite your friends and family to stop by for a visit for a most unusual evening as we unlock God’s desire to be not only with the Israelites but with us still today. If you have the book, I invite you to read the chapter for Ash Wednesday in advance of the service. This will certainly help you by giving a deeper look at the events around God meeting the Israelites at Mount Sinai.  You can purchase Emmanuel: God with Us on Amazon either as a paperback or on Kindle. Looking forward to beginning this journey with you on Ash Wednesday at (time.)


Ash Wednesday Service
An Israelite Journey to Freedom
Call to Worship:
Reader 1:	“Ladies and gentlemen, over the next few minutes may we have your complete attention as the flight attendants demonstrate the safety features of this aircraft”. 
Reader 2:	“When the seat belt sign illuminates, you must fasten your seat belt. Insert the metal fittings one into the other, and tighten them by pulling on the loose end of the strap. To release your seat belt, lift the upper portion of the buckle. We suggest that you keep your seat belt fastened throughout the flight, Er I mean tonight’s service, as we may experience turbulence as you examine the events where God has intervened in your life.
Reader 1:	For our visitors, there are several emergency exits in this aircraft, Er I mean building (Point them out here.) Please take a few moments now to locate your nearest exit. 
Reader 2:	During the service tonight, we will be reminded of the Israelites leaving Egypt and their crossing the Reed Sea. They may have wished that like you A life vest is located under your seat. When instructed to do so, remove the vest and slip it over your head. Pass the straps around your waist and adjust at the front. 
Reader 1:	At this time, your portable electronic devices must be set to ‘airplane’ mode until an announcement is made upon arrival.
Pastor:	“Flight attendants and worship leaders, prepare for take-off please.”
Opening Prayer:
Joshua’s Travel Journal
· They witnessed an angel of God and pillars of cloud and fire led and guarded the multitude.
Exodus 13:21-22 NRSV
21 The Lord went in front of them in a pillar of cloud by day, to lead them along the way, and in a pillar of fire by night, to give them light, so that they might travel by day and by night. 22 Neither the pillar of cloud by day nor the pillar of fire by night left its place in front of the people. 
Exodus 14:19 NRSV
The angel of God who was going before the Israelite army moved and went behind them, and the pillar of cloud moved from in front of them and took its place behind them.
· A strong wind made a path for the Israelites through the sea.

Exodus 14:21 NRSV
Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The Lord drove the sea back by a strong east wind all night, and turned the sea into dry land; the waters were divided. 
· The Egyptian's army was drowned in the sea 
Exodus 14:23, 27 & 28 NRSV
23 The Egyptians pursued and went into the sea after them, all of Pharaoh’s horses, chariots, and chariot drivers.  27 So Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and at dawn the sea returned to its normal depth. As the Egyptians fled before it, the Lord tossed the Egyptians into the sea. 28 The waters returned and covered the chariots and the chariot drivers, the entire army of Pharaoh that had followed them into the sea; not one of them remained.
· When the Israelites were without water, they witnessed it coming from a rock.
Exodus 17:5-6 NRSV
5 The Lord said to Moses, “Go on ahead of the people, and take some of the elders of Israel with you; take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. 6 I will be standing there in front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out of it, so that the people may drink.” Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel.
· Moses’s raised hand allows the Israelites to prevail over Amalek 
Exodus 17:10-11 NRSV
10 So Joshua did as Moses told him, and fought with Amalek, while Moses, Aaron, and Hur went up to the top of the hill. 11 Whenever Moses held up his hand, Israel prevailed; and whenever he lowered his hand, Amalek prevailed. 
Back Panel
Your Personal Spiritual Journal to Freedom

What has God prepared in your life?


Who has God placed in your life to mentor you?


Who has inspired you?



Where has God intervened or helped you?
Bulletin Insert #4 First Sunday of the Lenten Campaign
Designed to promote The Fence
	Please prepare for next week by reading the chapter on The Fence. What is the purpose of any fence? Is it to keep people from escaping or to keep out those who are not welcome to enter? The pastor will present an argument for the fence around the Tabernacle to protect God’s purity and the unaware from approaching holy ground. Sin has created a barrier. Join us next week as the message explores how Jesus came to break this barrier down.


Bulletin Insert #5 Second Sunday of the Lenten Campaign
Designed to promote The Entrance
	Next week the Israelites are still on the outside of The Fence. There is hope though, Yahweh had made a provision for those who need forgiveness. There was an opening on the eastern side of the Tabernacle that was both enticing and wide enough for all to get a good look at the Bronze Altar. Didn’t Jesus also say that He was a gateway and it was only through Him that humanity could reach the Father?


Bulletin Insert #6 Third Sunday of the Lenten Campaign
Promotion of the Bronze Altar
Noah and his descendants had built altars for a myriad of reasons. They used them to remember times when God interceded for them and to offer thanks. Next week a Bronze Altar was built to place sacrificial animals so their blood would be used to remove their sins. It is difficult for many North Americans to fully understand just how messy this would have been. The Israelites were confronted each day with either their sin or the sin of someone else as they walked past the Entrance and looked into the Courtyard where the Priests offered the daily sacrifices. Jesus told the Disciples that he too would be lifted up as a sacrificial lamb. This will be a sermon that you don’t want to miss. 


Bulletin Insert #7 Fourth Sunday of the Lenten Campaign
Promote the Bronze Laver
Athletes dirty and dripping with sweat after a long day of practicing in the blazing sun rush to take a shower. They know that the warm soapy water cascading over them will remove all of the dirt and grime. This same water will ease the tension in their muscles. These athletes may represent all of humanity in that just going through a regular day causes one to get dirty with all kinds of sins. There once was a man preaching in the desert, he challenged those who would listen to change their ways. He knew that he only washed them with water as he baptized them, it was only through Jesus that people would have an internal change in their spirit. Next week our service will focus on the Bronze Laver and its connection with Jesus.


Bulletin Insert #8 Fifth Sunday of the Lenten Campaign
Promote the Gold Lampstand
Have you ever been to either Disneyland or Disney World? If you have, the chances are high that you rode a boat and learned to sing ‘It’s a small world!’ Throughout the ride, you hear this verse repeated over and over again. You either love it or hate it. Regardless, this song sticks in your memory like honey on bread. 
The church in general, not just ours, has songs just like this: ‘Jesus Loves Me’ and ‘This Little Light of Mine.’ Start singing this in any large crowd and soon everyone joins in. Next week traditionally at some point we would sing ‘Hosanna, Loud Hosanna’ or ‘Tell Me the Stories of Jesus’ while waving palm branches. Instead, we’ll break out the Christmas Eve candles and sing ‘This Little Light of Mine. Come with an expectant heart to celebrate Christ as the Light of the world.


Bulletin Insert #9 Sixth Sunday of the Lenten Campaign
Promote the Holy Week
This is most likely the busiest week in the Christian Calendar. Hopefully, you have been able to attend each of the engaging worship services during our Lenten Campaign. If not, you can find all of these messages on our (Website, YouTube, or Facebook.)
	If you have ever avoided Maundy Thursday because you didn’t want to expose your nasty feet to the world, well GOOD NEWS no one will have their feet exposed and washed. Instead, this Thursday will focus on the table set with a meal fit for the Children of the King. Then Friday a special service has been set aside to explore the relationship with the curtain hanging in the Temple, the earthquake, and Jesus giving up His Spirit.
	Easter Sunday is all about finding mercy. God planned a provision for our sinful nature long before the foundations of the Earth were ever laid. Interesting, we were known before time began. Not just humanity, but each one of us personally. Join your friends and family this week as the pastor presents the Good News at each of these services.
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Emmanuel: God with Us
Ash Wednesday Service
Chapter: The Instructions
Scripture:
Exodus 25:8-9 NRSV
 8 And have them make me a sanctuary, so that I may dwell among them. 9 In accordance with all that I show you concerning the pattern of the tabernacle and all its furniture, so you shall make it.
Intended Outcome for the Service:
	This service will move the participants from just looking at Lent as a period to give something up to first understanding that the answer to prayer is often a catalyst for moving to a new season of life. The Israelites had been in bondage for four hundred years and were crying to be released. God’s response was to lead them home but first needed to realign their thinking and their priorities. Yahweh gave them specific instructions from the top of the mountain. 
	It was upon reflection of God’s miraculous interventions that they most willing agreed to become the Chosen Nation and to be the Priest to the world. On this night, Ash Wednesday, Christ-followers are asked to do the same. Time is set aside to remember where God’s miraculous interventions have been in the participants’ life. It is from this sense of awe that one could then look forward to living in the New Covenant. The chapter ends with finding triggers to remind them to commit to the Triune God.
Worship Space Design: 
	The worship team or pastoral staff will need to determine to the best of their ability to predict the number of participants. The purpose behind this exercise is to create a bulletin that will act as a personal journal for each participant. This is not intended to be a family or group project. See this resource in the Bulletin section of Resources. The journal will look like it had been dug up from an excavation site. It will have a travel log from the time that Moses arrived in Egypt with an outlandish degree that the I Am had sent him to release them from captivity. There will be sections for them to fill out as the evening progresses. Be sure to have a pen with each journal.
	The front of the room could have various props that would remind the participants of their childhood. These props should have flair for the dangerous.
· Rickety bike
· Game of Darts if anyone remembers this
· BB Rifle (Don’t shoot your eye out!)
· Think of things that will evoke emotion

Entrance: Welcoming Penitents:
	Provide a greeter at each of the entrances that would be willing to be in character. They should have a name tag on their chest that states their name, but also the travel agency that they are with. They will invite them to join the adventure of leaving Egypt for the Promised Land. A trip of a lifetime. One to remember with a gift of a travel log and a pen to record their adventures.
Word of Greeting:
	The worship leader or pastor will greet the participants as a flight attendant would on an airplane.
“Ladies and gentlemen, the Captain (I mean the Pastor) has turned on the Fasten Seat Belt sign. If you haven’t already done so, please stow your carry-on luggage underneath the seat in front of you or in an overhead bin if we had one. Please take your seat and fasten your seat belt. And also make sure your seat back and folding trays are in their full upright position.
If you are seated next to an emergency exit, please read carefully the special instructions card located by your seat. If you do not wish to perform the functions described in the event of an emergency, please ask a flight attendant to reseat you.
We remind you that this is a non-smoking campus. Smoking is prohibited in the entire building, including the lavatories. Tampering with, disabling, or destroying the lavatory smoke detectors is prohibited by law.
If you have any questions about our service today, please don’t hesitate to ask one of our attendants. Thank you.”


[bookmark: _Hlk91664341]Call to Worship:
Reader 1:	“Ladies and gentlemen, over the next few minutes may we have your complete attention as the flight attendants demonstrate the safety features of this aircraft”. 
Reader 2:	“When the seat belt sign illuminates, you must fasten your seat belt. Insert the metal fittings one into the other, and tighten them by pulling on the loose end of the strap. To release your seat belt, lift the upper portion of the buckle. We suggest that you keep your seat belt fastened throughout the flight, Er I mean tonight’s service, as we may experience turbulence as you examine the events where God has intervened in your life.
Reader 1:	For our visitors, there are several emergency exits in this aircraft, Er I mean building (Point them out here.) Please take a few moments now to locate your nearest exit. 
Reader 2:	During the service tonight, we will be reminded of the Israelites leaving Egypt and their crossing the Reed Sea. They may have wished that like you A life vest is located under your seat. When instructed to do so, remove the vest and slip it over your head. Pass the straps around your waist and adjust at the front. 
Reader 1:	At this time, your portable electronic devices must be set to ‘airplane’ mode until an announcement is made upon arrival.
Pastor:	“Flight attendants and worship leaders, prepare for take-off please.”
Opening Prayer:
Tonight, Lord open our minds to more fully understand the importance of the Wilderness Tabernacle and the development of the Covenant between you and your people, the Israelites. Help us to take this sacred moment to use our spiritual awareness to see where you have intervened in our lives and to continue to reflect on your willingness to love us regardless of our failings. Amen
Message Note:
· North American’s just don’t see the world in the same way as those living in older more established countries. WE are just way too impatient.
· Israelites were in slavery nearly double the time that the United States has been a nation. 
· Imagine just how difficult it would have been for them to know their history and God’s place in it. 
· They didn’t have television documentaries or even good books to read
· Anything they knew was handed down from generation to generation by stories around the dinner table.
· Time is an incubator!
· Yahweh prepared not only the Israelite people but also the up-and-coming leader as well as the Egyptian people.
· We had a little fun tonight with the travel agents at the door and flight attendants getting us ready for the service. Now please take out your bulletin as a guide to explore God’s intervention within this Exodus. This will look like a personal journal and there is space for you to continue the journey.
· Recount the various interventions that God provided.
· Purpose of the Lenten Season (Write your notes in your Journal)
· What has God prepared in your life?
· Who has God put into your life as a guide/mentor?
· Who was inspirational in your life?
· Where has God intervened and helped you to move forward or protected you?
· What is your Tabernacle
· Imposition of Ashes


Emmanuel: God with Us
Chapter: The Center of Camp
Scripture:
John 1:14 NRSV
And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.
Intended Outcome for the Service:
	This service will illustrate the Triune God’s passion not only for the Israelites but for the entire world’s population. Instead of being a creating god that sets the world into motion, Yahweh instead wants to be part of their everyday life. Through their covenant, the Israelites were to be the priests to the rest of the world. 
	Jesus breaks the barriers wide open when he comes to live among the created. Through him, all of humanity has direct access to the Devine.  The Triune God still desires to be the center of our lives; not just our spiritual life, but also our everyday life.
Worship Space Design: 
	Place around the entrance to the sanctuary ariel pictures of villages that have a park in the middle. From the air, it becomes obvious that at one time in America’s history they put God in the middle of their life just like the Tabernacle was the center of the Israelite’s camp. Look at all of the steeples pointing towards the heavens. These should stay up throughout the entire Lenten Season.
Call to Worship:
Adonai (Lord, Master) you are the beginning and the end. 
Alfa and Omega. 
We gather together to begin a journey through the Lenten season. 
We are here Oh Lord seeking an encounter with you. 
Lead us through this time, 
make yourself known to each one of us gathered. 

Opening Prayer:
We thank you everlasting God for wooing us closer to you. In fact, so close you desire to be in the center of our lives. As we enter the center of camp and begin to explore all you have for us this day. We ask you to reveal yourself in such a powerful way, we go from this time together blown away by your glory and love. Amen  
Message Note:
· The author of Emmanuel: God with us once pastored in a community where each church around the central park wanted to be the premier worship center as the village was growing and developing. The members of these churches thought that if they had the tallest steeple, they would be closer to God, and therefore in their mind, it would be the best place to attend.
· Exodus 25:8-9 truly says it all. Make for me a place that I can dwell in the midst of those that have been chosen to become heirs of the Kingdom.
· The word used to dwell is significant. The author had three options to choose from but settled on sakan that indicated that Yahweh would sojourn or stay with them.
· God was latterly shouting from the mountain top (Mount Sinai) 
· I want to spend time with you!
· I want to live among you!
· I want to be at the very center of your lives
· The book of John opens with just this announcement: The Word became flesh. The Word wanted to spend time with humanity by living among them and by so doing has for many become the very center of their lives.
· Just a quick glance at the Gospels and one can easily see that Jesus was the center of the party, meal, or family gathering. Jesus was at the very center of their lives and desires to continue that still today.


Emmanuel: God with Us
Chapter: The Fence
Scripture:
Exodus 27:9 NIV
Make a courtyard for the tabernacle. The south side shall be a hundred cubits and is to have curtains of finely twisted linen.

Intended Outcome for the Service:
	This message will highlight the Triune God’s essence of purity. This purity cannot be soiled by anything unclean, therefore a barrier has to be erected to prevent contamination. The barrier also protects the careless wandering from being punished by crossing onto holy ground. 
	Jesus continues to break these barriers wide open when he comes to live among the created. Through him, all of humanity has direct access to the Devine.  Jesus crossed over to be the bridge between God and humanity by putting a protective barrier of flesh.
Worship Space Design: 
	In an open space that will not block the view of the stage build a fabric fence from a white sheet. One simple method would be to use PVC pipe to make the frame and paint it brown to look like wood. Purchase shower rings to attach the sheet to the frame.
Call to Worship:
Yahweh is calling. 
Lord, we hear you calling out to us. 
Jesus desires to be at the center of our lives. 
But it is hard to stay focused. 
Focus church! 
We turn to you oh Lord. 
Yahweh sent Jesus to be at the center of all we are. 
We thank you for such love we cannot completely grasp. 
Receive your lord and savior. 
We set out this day to put Jesus in the center. 
Opening Prayer:
Oh, Holy one we gather in the name of Jesus, seeking what is good and right. Give ear to our worship and praise as we place our eyes on you. Let evil fall behind us as we march toward you. We seek to take refuge in you as we are in need. Surround us with favor as we strive to live in your will. 
We thank you Triune God for all that is good as we run from that which is not of you. we delight in your love, for it is beyond our ability to comprehend. We answer the call from you this and every day.  Do not rebuke us, be gracious in our fallen and compromised condition. May our time together be blessed and pleasing to you. Amen (Psalms 5 & 6) 

Message Note:
· The author of Emmanuel: God with us once pastored a church in a community where each of the churches lining the central park wanted to be the premier worship center as the village was growing and developing. The members of these churches thought that if they had the tallest steeple, they would be closer to God, and therefore in their mind, it would be the best place to attend.
· Exodus 25:8-9 truly says it all. Make for me a place that I can dwell in the midst of those that have been chosen to become heirs of the Kingdom.
· The word used to dwell is significant. The author had three options to choose from but settled on sakan that indicated that Yahweh would sojourn or stay with them.
· God was latterly shouting from the mountain top (Mount Sinai) 
· I want to spend time with you!
· I want to live among you!
· I want to be at the very center of your lives
· The book of John opens with just this announcement: The Word became flesh. The Word wanted to spend time with humanity by living among them and by so doing has for many become the very center of their lives.
· Just a quick glance at the Gospels and one can easily see that Jesus was the center of the party, meal, or family gathering. Jesus was at the very center of their lives and desires to continue that still today.
· Jesus became the bridge that brought the unholy into the presence of the Holy



Emmanuel: God with Us
Chapter: The Entrance to the Outer Court
Scripture:
John 10:9 NIV
I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved. They will come in and go out, and find pasture.
Intended Outcome for the Service:
	Yahweh provided for the elaborate dye colors that were woven into the fabric cloth that was put into place as the cover over the entrance by aggravating the Egyptians so much that when the Israelites left, they were given gifts of gold, silver, and cloth (with the dyes.) This is just another representation of God’s grace. God’s Glory was represented within the colors and this also was a foreshadowing of Jesus’ sacrifice and also to his deity. 
[bookmark: _Hlk90896847]	The very purpose of the Entrance was to provide an avenue for individuals to cross over from the contaminated area that was unholy to the ground that had been sanctified and was not Holy. Jesus, himself proclaimed that it was only through him that we could enter into the kingdom.
Worship Space Design: 
	Place in the center of the white sheet a smaller sheet that has three colors: Blue, Red, and Purple to represent the highly embroidered gate.
Call to Worship:
The Lord is my shepherd, 
we shall not want. 
You Oh God call us to you. 
Jesus is the gateway to you. 
For Jesus is the way the truth and the life. 
For no one comes to the Father except through Jesus. 
May you respond to this grace that is offered. 
We respond by gathering seeking an experience with you. 

Opening Prayer:
Lord, there are so many shiny things that distract us from you. There are so many barriers to you in this world it is hard sometimes to find the entrance. So, you sent your Son to be the door. Thank you for Jesus, the gateway to you. Thank you for loving us so much that you gave your one and only Son so that we may see and experience you on this side of heaven. We invite you into this time and space as we seek you. Amen.
Message Note:
· Typically, gates and doors block people from entering. They keep out those who are not welcome to enter.
· This gate was flung open so that all that needed to come into the courtyard could. 
· In fact, this gate was thirty-plus feet wide. It allowed those who were just passing by not only a glimpse of the proceeding but a full view. They were encouraged to be part of the daily activities. Room was made for all to enter.
· The colors woven into the gate drew one’s attention. Just like a good painting one doesn’t get tired of seeing it. Each time it is looked upon something new comes to mind.
· Women were elevated to a position of power as they protected the gate. This is significant because the world in which they lived didn’t place any value on their life or their role in society. All levels of the social hierarchy are invited to enter.
· The colors on the gate also offer a glimpse of the coming Messiah. Blue represents heaven. Purple represents royalty, and Red represents the blood of Jesus as the final sacrifice.
· Jesus, himself proclaimed that it was only through him that we could enter into the kingdom.


[bookmark: _Hlk90899609]Emmanuel: God with Us
Chapter: The Bronze Altar
Scripture:
John 12:31-32 NRSV
31 Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will be driven out. 32 And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.”
Intended Outcome for the Service:
	The Patriarchs from the beginning of the Bible have been building altars to give their thanks to God. Noah upon leaving the Ark built an altar. Abram dotted the landscape all around Israel with altars. Yahweh provided specific instructions again on how to build an altar since for the most part altars weren’t needed in Egypt. (Not much to be thankful for!) Again, the Israelites needed a place to perform their sacrifices. 
	The Bronze Altar though would be used more than once as many of the previous ones had been designed for. Now, this altar would be a place for individuals, families, and as a nation would bring animals or bread for sin offerings, peace offerings, purifications offerings, and more. These offerings were needed to be repeated as needed. Jesus on the other hand came to complete this process by becoming the ultimate offering for humanity’s sin. Through Jesus, we are truly established in the Kingdom. 
Worship Space Design: 
	Just for concentration purposes, place in a public place that is not near the front of the church a circle of blocks with a grate that can cover it. Make it look like a grill one would see while camping. Under the grate place a fan that will blow towards the ceiling. Attach flame-colored streamers to the fan that will blow up through the grate. A sign could be placed nearby that reads; Place Your Burdens Down.
Call to Worship:
Gather one and all to set yourself aside for what is good and pure. 
We gather in Jesus’ name. 
Give everything over to El Shaddai. 
We give ourselves wholly to you oh Lord because of your work in our lives. 
Bless us with your presence. 
Deliver us from all that holds us from giving all of ourselves to you. 
Build yourself an alter where you will receive God. 
We commit ourselves to service and worship of the Trinity. Amen
Opening Prayer:
Lord, we gather at the foot of the cross to lay our burdens down and praise you in Holy worship. Receive our offering to you as we look to follow your precepts. May our lives reflect your love to everyone we encounter so that they can say they also have encountered you. 
We come together in unity to demonstrate our love for you. So come Holy Spirit into this time and space that we have gathered to seek an experience you. We come to the altar to offer ourselves as a Holy and living sacrifice. Grant us ears to hear, eyes to see and hearts to experience you this and every day. Amen 

Message Note:
· Typically, altars were also made for such things as worship, to commemorate an encounter with God, a memorial, to make a covenant, or to find refuge.
· Introduce the instruction on how to build a correct altar and why this one was different.
· The location of the Bronze Altar was needed to be at the very entrance to the Tabernacle Courtyard. It was their sacrifice that provided an avenue to their purification from sin. The priest couldn’t go into the Tabernacle without their sins being cared for. Once a year, on The Day of Atonement, the sins of the Nation were covered. Two sacrificial lambs were offered. One was released, while the other was sacrificed and the blood was taken into the Holy of Holy to be sprinkled.
· The Bronze Altar was used in the Israelite’s life for other purposes as well.
· The text from John brings this ritual full circle. Jesus said that he would be lifted up as the final ultimate sacrifice.
· On one’s own they would never ever become good enough. It is only through the blood of Jesu
Emmanuel: God with Us
Chapter: The Bronze Laver
Scripture:
Exodus 38:8 NIV
8 They made the bronze basin and its bronze stand from the mirrors of the women who served at the entrance to the tent of meeting.
Intended Outcome for the Service:
	The work performed by the priest was just simply a dirty job. They lived with smells, blood, guts, and other bodily fluids that spilled from each of the animals being prepped for the Bronze Altar. The ground would have been saturated with the cast-off. The priests were also symbolically removing the sins from the people on a daily basis. These sins were just as filthy as the sacrifice’s parts. They needed a mechanism to remove the splatter that covered them both physically and spiritually. The Bronze Laver was put in place just for this reason.
	Using a modern viewpoint, the court systems after a judgment of guilty determine the penalty. Depending on the severity of the crime or infraction this may vary from a fine to the death penalty. Regardless of the severity of our sins, Jesus has taken them onto himself. Our penalty has been paid with the covering of his blood.
Worship Space Design: 
	Place on a table serval different types of mirrors for people to pick up and to examine themselves. If available have a tall mirror in a stand where they would get a full-length view.
Call to Worship:
Awake one and all. 
We turn to God for the possibilities for today. 
Come and remember what the Lord has done for you.
 We look to the ordinances of old and take comfort in them. 
Look to God for the precepts to guide your actions. 
We begin by looking to the commandments given for direction.  
Follow the way of Yahweh. 
Help us Abba Father for on our own we fall short. 
Take delight in the Lord. 
Your statutes are where we will make our home. 
(Adapted from Psalms 119: 54-64)
Opening Prayer:
Abba Father we gather at the Tabernacle once again. What joy it brings to know you love us so much you have given this too for us to see you and know you more. The craftsmanship and work of your laborers are so beautiful. Each thing has such meaning and imagery. Give us eyes to see what you have for us today and in the days ahead. Amen
Message Note:
· The process of performing the ritual sacrifice was a dirty job for the priest. There just isn’t any way to make this pretty to see. Sometimes when approaching scripture is should make us shiver or quake. The depth of what sin does in all of us is at its best disgusting, at its worst is devastating. The Israelites saw this on a daily basis. They saw the results of sin.
· The Bronze Laver was set between the Bronze Altar and the Tabernacle so that the priest who had to work within the Tabernacle had a place to become ceremonially clean.
· This cleansing was more than a surface wash. They washed their hands and feet, but they were also becoming symbolically purified.
· Stop and review to put this next symbolic reference to Jesus in its full perspective. 
· Jesus proclaimed his mission at the beginning of his ministry to care for those who were outside of the kingdom. Jesus was outside of the fence caring for the created in their sinful state.
· While caring for the lost sheep he led them to the gate that led to eternal life. 
· The only way humanity would ever be good enough to be in the presence of the Holy is to have a payment in blood for our sins. Jesus was lifted up on the ‘altar’ and became the sacrificial lamb. He took every sin ever committed on him at that moment and set everyone free.
· The next step before Jesus could be in the presence of the rest of the Trinity was to take the sins away. They needed to be released. Jesus in his death went down to (insert your denominational tradition here) pit. There he broke the very gates of hell and released those who had been trapped by sin.
· Not to get too far down the story, but Jesus arose. John foreshadowed this event when he was baptizing with water. 
· Jesus is the Bronze Laver for all of humanity. Our sins are washed away.


Emmanuel: God with Us
Palm Sunday
Chapter: The Lampstand
Scripture:
1 John 1:1-5 NRSV
1 We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning the word of life— 2 this life was revealed, and we have seen it and testify to it, and declare to you the eternal life that was with the Father and was revealed to us— 3 we declare to you what we have seen and heard so that you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ. 4 We are writing these things so that our[a] joy may be complete.
5 This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light and in him there is no darkness at all.

Intended Outcome for the Service:
	Just from a practical standpoint, the Tabernacle did not have any windows to provide a source of light for the Holy Place. The natural light would have streamed in during the day when the curtain was pulled back. The morning sun, since it faced east, would have danced on the gold in the room, but as the shadows lengthened their needed to be light for the work to be completed. There is much discussion on the symbolic representation for the Israelites, its design certainly pointed to future events. The menorah has its roots from this Lampstand. 
	The symbolic design most certainly is found for believers today. Jesus spoke of those who become part of him are the branches on the vine. The vine provides nourishment so they can produce fruit. If not, they are pruned. Scripture also indicates that Gentiles are grafted into the vine since the Israelites rejected the message that was first given to them. There is now a place for all in the Kingdom! 



Worship Space Design: 
	Next to the mirrors begin to place either electric candles or if so daring place real candles. Within the service use the left-over candles from Christmas Eve instead of using palm branches. Have the ushers hand these out as people enter the sanctuary. Celebrate that the light of the world was now full display for all to see. The light was taken out from under the bushel basket.
Call to Worship:
Enter the Holy Place. 
We gather in the name of Jesus. 
Be the light into the darkness. 
We will be a living light into the darkness. 
The hearing of the Word gives light and understanding to the simple. 
Your Word is like a lamp unto our feet. 
Illuminate your people for the work of the Kingdom. 
We look to your precepts to direct our feet.  
Opening Prayer:
Come Holy Spirit upon this time together. Speak to those gathered in the name of Jesus. Surely it is you God who can save us. At times we have seen your hand moving, at others we cannot see it. Teach us Adonai to identify you in all we see.  Illuminate the path you have for us to love and serve you. Use us so that others will see and experience your glory. It is only you oh Lord that can do this. In this we trust you are moving and working, be gracious and show favor to your beloved as we need you now more than ever.  Amen
Message Note:
· This morning, as you may have noticed there, are not the traditional palm branches. Instead, please be ready at the right time to have your candlelit.
· Israelites moving around the camp each day would have a glimpse of the Holy Place. The opening in the Fence was so wide that anyone just passing by would have a spectacular view first of the Bronze Altars, but this would be nothing compared to the light bouncing off the Gold Lampstand in the morning bright sunlight. Ray of light would have bounced around like a modern mirrored disco ball.
· This Lampstand was to provide light around the clock to remind the people that they were continually in the presence of God. It was also a practical device since the priest had to perform their duties in the Holy Place. They needed light since this room didn’t have any windows.
· The Lampstand has two different symbolic references to Jesus.
· I am the vine and you are the branches.
· The Hebrews were the first branches
· The vine provided nourishment for the branches to produce fruit. 
· When no fruit was produced, they were pruned. This left room for the Gentiles to be grafted into the vine.
· I am the light of the world
· Sent the light out into the world. We are all called now to be like Jesus and to take the light of Christ out into the world.


Emmanuel: God with Us
Maundy Thursday Service
Chapter: The Table
Scripture:
Numbers 4:7-8 NRSV
7 Over the table of the bread of the Presence they shall spread a blue cloth, and put on it the plates, the dishes for incense, the bowls, and the flagons for the drink offering; the regular bread also shall be on it; 8 then they shall spread over them a crimson cloth, and cover it with a covering of fine leather, and shall put its poles in place.

Intended Outcome for the Service:
	The Table with the Bread and Wine was separated from the Israelites by being in the Holy Place. The entirety of the sacrificial system was based on the condition of the people from an exterior position. Therefore, the Bread and Wine were placed before the Most High God as a reminder of the people. The twelve loaves represented each of the tribes.
	The Table with Bread and Wine after Jesus presented the disciples with the ‘Last Supper’ is that this sacrament is not an external one under the New Covenant, but an internal one expression. Christians are not being remembered in The Eucharist (Holy Communion), but the sacrifice of Jesus is being remembered and this causes individuals to draw closer to God.
Participants in the Holy Communion will understand that each time they participate in the ritual dinner that they have an opportunity to reset their thought life and can draw closer to the Triune God.
Worship Space Design: 
· Set on a lower table adjacent to the Lord's Table a basin of water and towel for display purposes. This will remind them of the chapter on baptism. 
· Keep the lighting muted and provide as many lit candles as possible. This will remind them of the chapter with The Lamp.
· Place on the Lord’s Table twelve rough loaves of bread. In fact, these could be of different kinds and textures. This will aid in the conversation about the twelve loaves that were set out to remind God of the twelve tribes. 
· Depending on your tradition you may add a plate(s) with previously cut bread.
· Please keep in mind that at least one loaf of bread needs to be gluten-free!
· Place on the Lord’s Table a large pitcher filled with juice that will be poured into the common cup.
· Depending on your tradition and restrictions you may also have nearby the dispenser with individual cups
· Soundscape: Silence or meditative acoustic music-based chants.
· Depending on size consider the room and seating. If this is a smaller group of individuals, consider moving to a more intimate location within the church building or moving to a separate location to entice people from the community to join.
Entrance: Welcoming Penitents
· Provide background music prior to the congregant’s arrival to set the mood.
· Allow ample time for individuals and family groups to find their Seats.
· Please place the bulletin for the evening on the chairs or in the pew.
· While the music is being lowered the pastor stands to offer a word of greeting.


Word of Greeting:
Tonight has traditionally been set aside to remember when Jesus washed the feet of the twelve.  Even though this is extremely important and shouldn’t be overlooked, tonight we want to explore the breadth and depth of another part of that night in the Upper Room. 
Jesus was adamant that they have a final meal together in peace where he could provide some final instructions. This was the night that Jesus was introducing the New Covenant as seen in our tradition of Holy Communion. By the end of tonight, we’ll understand that long before Jesus was born this ritual had been put into place to foreshadow his coming and his sacrifice.

Call to Worship	(John 6:30-35 NRSV)
[bookmark: _Hlk90711498]Reader:	So, they said to him, “What sign are you going to give us then, so that we may see it and believe you? What work are you performing? 
Penitent People:	Our ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness; as it is written, ‘He gave them bread from heaven to eat.’” 
Reader:	Then Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, it was not Moses who gave you the bread from heaven, but it is my Father who gives you the true bread from heaven. 33 For the bread of God is that which comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.” 
Penitent People:	They said to him, “Sir, give us this bread always.”
All:	Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.

Opening Prayer:
	This Evening Lord, we invite you into this worship service – Open our minds so that we can understand the love that you had for your chosen people and that this love still flows from your throne in Heaven today through your son Jesus. 
	Open our hearts that we will humble ourselves to lose that which we desire and move closer to the one that gives us life and nourishment that lasts forever. Amen
Message Note:
· Ever since I was a young boy sitting between my parents I have participated in Communion. For the most part, I never understood why we did it. It was in many ways just a ritual. I didn’t question why the Bread and Wine were covered. I didn’t understand that understand the meaning of one loaf representing the entire body of believers, most likely since the bread was never split, but always cut into cubes. I had to attend college and then seminary to get the symbolic meanings. This so short-changed my understanding of this meal and cut short my relationship with Jesus my Lord and Savior!
· Yahweh instructed Moses to build a table that would hold both bread and wine. 
· Twelve loaves of bread represented twelve tribes.
· This was to keep the people close to God. (Not God close to the People.)
· The bread was to be renewed each week while the wine was poured out each day.
· These rituals were to keep the Israelites pure in God’s presence. 
· These rituals were also a foreshadowing of the Messiah to come.
· Jesus represented these traditional Passover elements in a new frame of significance for the twelve and then for all believers that have followed.
· The bread represents His body that was broken and torn. This was done so that doesn’t have to be. Jesus becomes our replacement.
· The wine then was poured out on the ground daily. Jesus said to remember this whenever we take a drink and to remember him. Jesus wants us to daily remember what he did for us and that this elevates us in the eyes of the Creator in that we are holy and can come into the presence of the Triune God without fear and with a confidence of being accepted.
Preparation for Communion:
Leader:	Tonight, we join with other believers around the world in a solemn journey over the next three days. Those three days changed not only the world but our own lives as well. Followers of Jesus have been taking this journey since his first followers took it, long ago.
(pause)
All: This is the night of love.
Leader: 	The twelve were confronted by Jesus on that night with a towel and basin of water to wash the disciples' feet. This was to prepare them to be as humble as he was so that they could do the same for others which showed their love for him and for one another.
All: This is the night of love.
Leader:	On this night, Jesus broke bread and shared wine with his followers for the last time, and invited them to remember him and to encounter him anew, whenever eat and drink together. 
All: This is the night of love.
(pause)
Leader: On this night, followers of Jesus continue to welcome those who have returned to the way of Jesus after a time of wandering and are now on a journey of returning.
All: This is the night of love.
Leader:	And so, on this night, we welcome all here those who have wandered and now are penitent and are still in the process of learning to obey the commandment of our Master. With this in mind, we come to the feast at his table, that we may love one another as he has loved us.
Follow your tradition for Communion
Prayer: Thank you, God, for uniting us with Jesus in this holy mystery. We are no longer our own, but yours. So send us, and put us to leading and serving, loving as you have loved us wherever we go. Amen.


Emmanuel: God with Us
Good Friday
Chapter: The Veil
Scripture:
Mark 15:37-38 NRSV
37 Then Jesus gave a loud cry and breathed his last. 38 And the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom.
Intended Outcome for the Service:
	Very few pastors combine the two simultaneous events together: Christ’s death on the Cross and the Veil being torn in the Temple. The Veil was hung in place from the very first time the Tabernacle was erected in the wilderness through to the point where it was torn down the middle. The purpose was to keep people from God’s presence. Up to this point, spirituality was external. They were physically distanced. The barriers from the layout of the tribes around the camp, to the fence and then the curtains were designed to give limited access to God and then only through the prescribed ritual sacrifices.  God was present, yet distant.
	This all changes in seconds. The finger of God ripped apart the ancient curtain from the top down. From heaven to earth the gateway had been blown open. Now through the sins being washed away on the Cross, a new era was being ushered in. Instead of being external, it became a matter of one’s soul and their attitude towards the Godhead. God was not present and personal. God was now going to be within us.
Worship Space Design: 
	Move the fence with the gate to a prominent place in front of the sanctuary. When the time is right in the message have someone from behind the veil cut it down the middle from the top down.
Call to Worship:
Today we gather with a sense of heaviness. 
For today is the day that marks your death. 
Even though it is a fulfillment of prophecy. 
We still can’t bear the thought. 
For it is only by your death, 
that we are given new hope. 
Given a new way to the Father. Restored in a relationship. 
Thank you, God, for the tearing of the veil.
Opening Prayer:
Holy One, our Greater Power, today we understand the penalty deserved. The sacrifice is real with unbearable consequences. Your only Son was given to die for our behavior. Our disobedience and inability to follow your direction on our own. Your Love is so much more than we can comprehend, especially on this day as we observe the depth and width of your love. Reveal this day our need for you. Amen
Message Note:
· This point of the veil has always been designed to keep people from God. The Veil had been hung in place from the very first time the Tabernacle was erected in the wilderness through to the point where it was torn down the middle. 
· The purpose was to keep people from God’s presence. 
· Up to this point, spirituality was external. 
· They were physically distanced. 
· The barriers from the layout of the tribes around the camp, to the fence and then the curtains were designed to give limited access to God and then only through the prescribed ritual sacrifices.  
· God was present, yet distant. 
· This all changes in seconds. 
· The soldiers, the priests, the Pharisees, the Sadducees, and common everyday folks were watching with mixed emotions depending on their view of the man being hung on the rugged wooden cross designed for criminals.
· Jesus spoke with the different people in the crowd.
· Jesus amid his pain was giving hope and grace to those around him.
· They know not what they are doing.
· Today you will be in paradise.
· Look at your son – Look at your mother!!!
· It is finished
· Then finger of God ripped apart the ancient curtain from the top down. From heaven to earth the gateway had been blown open. The ground under their feet shook violently. This if nothing else got their attention. 
· Now through the sins being washed away on the Cross, a new era was being ushered in. Instead of being external, it became a matter of one’s soul and their attitude towards the Godhead. 
· God was not present and personal. God was now going to be within us.


Emmanuel: God with Us
Easter
Chapter: The Mercy Seat
Scripture:
John 3:16-18 NRSV
16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 17 “Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but so that the world might be saved through him. 18 Those who believe in him are not condemned; but those who do not believe are condemned already, because they have not believed in the name of the only Son of God.

Intended Outcome for the Service:
	Believers are Easter People.
	Believers have received mercy and grace from a loving caring God that called Abram to leave Ur to father a nation that would be set aside for God’s Glory. God allowed these chosen to be held captive for four hundred years. They were being refined in the fire just as a precious metal. Only through fire and being beaten does the metal find its worth. The last place within the Tabernacle was holier than any other because this is where God met the people through Moses and then through the priest.
	Israelites had to wait upon the yearly event, Day of Atonement, to receive their allotment of grace. Easter People on the other hand are continuously being shown with Grace. Easter People are called to become Heirs of the Kingdom.
Worship Space Design: 
	On the cross instead of the white cloth being draped, place in its place a chain that had been broken. Have this chain large enough that it can be seen from anywhere in the sanctuary. Have dangling at the two ends pieces of the broken link.


Call to Worship:
We gather here seeking the way of true life.
The Captain of our salvation. 
The mighty counselor is waiting. 
We have heard the calm still voice. 
Respond congregation! 
We respond by gathering to give our first and all. 
Sing out! 
We offer praise and worship. 
Receive what God has for each of you. 
We are blessed to receive. 
We are blessed in so many ways by you El Shaddai. 
We are blessed by you Lord God Almighty.
Opening Prayer:
Oh Lord, we have been so blessed by all you are and do. We thank you for never giving up on your beloved. Even as we at times fail and often fall short. You are the door to our salvation the covering for our action and inaction.  For we on our own are not worthy to tie your sandals. All glory be to God as you have risen, you have risen indeed!  Lead us today and into our tomorrow as we commit to following you. Amen
Message Note:
· The book, Emmanuel: God with Us, has plenty of historical information on the Ark of the Covenant and the Mercy Seat. Please take time if you haven’t read this material. It will provide great background information, but this morning focuses on the text that we have all memorized since our childhood.
· John 3:16-18 NRSV 
· 16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 17 “Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but so that the world might be saved through him. 18 Those who believe in him are not condemned, but those who do not believe are condemned already because they have not believed in the name of the only Son of God.
· God’s plan started before the foundations of the world were ever laid down.
· Ephesians 1:4-8 NRSV
·  4 just as he chose us in Christ[b] before the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in love. 5 He destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, 6 to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace 8 that he lavished on us.
· God was preparing the way when: 
· God called Abram to leave Ur to father a nation that would be set aside for God’s Glory. 
· God allowed these chosen to be held captive for four hundred years. 
· They were being refined in the fire just as a precious metal. Only through fire and being beaten does the metal find its worth. 
· When God called Moses to set the people free.
· God was always in the mode of providing Mercy
· God continues to provide mercy today through Jesus.
· Why, because we are loved.
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Emmanuel: God with Us
Small Group Discussion Starter
Ash Wednesday
What is your earliest childhood memory?
	Stephen – I can remember going to Florida when I was extremely young. Just as we crossed over the Florida border to stop for the free orange juice, Mom opened the camper door. She shrieked as she saw all of the stuff that was supposed to be in the refrigerator was now coating the walls and the floor.
	Leader – This is an opportunity to break the ice and find a good story from your past that you can remember.
How far back can you trace your family history?
	See page 18 (Time is an incubator!)
· What events may have been more than just a coincidence?
· Reflect on the story of Moses and all of the points where God most certainly intervened.
· Another Patriarch to review would be Joseph and his long line of issues before God set him up as the second most powerful person in Egypt.
· Quote from page 25: “Lent has been developed over time t renew one’s faith by taking time to reflect on the many different areas where God had intervened in one’s life.” 
· Now try this with your spiritual insight. Can you see God’s hand working in your history?
· If you have trouble with this, take the time to pause and simply pray for wisdom that is freely given by the Holy Spirit.
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Small Group Discussion Starter
The Center of Camp
Take a look at these interesting phrases:
· Bullseye
· Head of the House
· Front and Center
· Get to the Point
· Location – Location – Location
· What do they have in common?
· The center has a great degree of importance!
Why do you think it was important that Yahweh had the Tabernacle placed in the very center of the Israelite camp?
On page 31, Doctor Crowell reviewed three different Hebrew words related to the God dwelling among the Israelites. Would you agree with him that God has the freedom to just come and go? 
· Do we want to have control over God? 
· How powerful would God be if we had all of the control?
· What would it be like if God just show up on a whim?
· Review the book of Judges and see where God was. 
· Reverend Crowell has a book on this that would make for an interesting read.
· The entire book of Judges is based on the Israelites, who were under the covenant, would stray. 
· Where was God? 
· Was God just giving them enough rope to get into trouble?
· During the Last Supper, Jesus introduced a new covenant.
· What can we do to keep Jesus (Trinity) centered in our lives?


Emmanuel: God with Us
Small Group Discussion Starter
The Fence
Where have you seen fences put up?
What kind of fences have you seen? (Describe some of them.)
What were the different purposes for these fences?
	Stephen – In college, I read an article that studied schools that did or didn’t have fences around the playground and how this affected the children. In schools with fences, the children play all over the playground. Schools without the fences huddled in groups near the school.

Why did the Wilderness Tabernacle need to have a fence? Especially one that was just made of white cloth!
· Was God trying to escape?
· Did God need protection?
· Did it totally obscure their view of God Tabernacle?
What reason did you find in the text for the linen fence?
· What keeps us from crossing over onto Holy Ground?
· How do we see God today? 
· Are there still barriers or is God totally accessible?
Stephen’s Thought: This was the first time that I began to see that Jesus needed to have flesh as a barrier for his soul or his Deity! 
What do you think about this?
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Small Group Discussion Starter
The Entrance
In every good fence, there is a what?
Have you ever walked down a sidewalk along the fence just wanting to get a glimpse of what lies behind it? You just can’t wait to see if the entrance or gate has bars, screens, or is solid!
If gates and doors are meant to be a final barrier to what lies behind them, then why does the Wilderness Tabernacle’s fence have such a large expansive opening?

The Bible not only appears to be male-dominated; it is!!!
	Why then is this passage about the role of women so positive? 
	Can you list some of the other major women characters in Scripture that overcome their lower-class position?
(Ruth, Ester, Rahab, Tamar, Mary, and Mary Magdalen to for a very powerful shortlist!)

If the fence was to represent God’s purity and the lack of purity with the Israelites, why then is the curtain over the entrance an ‘art display with bright colors?’
· Could this be somewhat symbolic of the work that the Holy Spirit does in calling us into a relationship with the Triune God?
Jesus says that he is the gate. What do you think he is referring to? Is Jesus the only way into Heaven?
[bookmark: _Hlk92954463]

Emmanuel: God with Us
Small Group Discussion Starter
The Bronze Altar
After reading this chapter is it seems like the Israelites had a sacrifice for every offense or sin.
· Why do you think that it was necessary to make so many sacrifices?
· Since the curtain was so large it was possible for anyone walking by to witness the proceedings near the Altar. Would this make you feel uncomfortable? Why?
· Would the cost of money and social standing cause you to change your behavior?
The Israelites had the law and public condemnation to keep them on the straight and narrow. Under the New Covenant with Jesus, we don’t have this regular trip to the Tabernacle or Temple or Church to make public announcements of our sins. What can keep us on the straight and narrow now?
· Do we have any altars in our personal lives? 
· Stephen – I have a large wooden bowl that I keep in my office. It is filled with small stones to remind me that I am not without sin and this works to keep me from judging others.
Why was the shedding of blood so important to the sacrificial rituals?
· Refer to page 71 and read Leviticus. Google this and see what other verses you may find.
· Try to explain how this foreshadowed the coming of Jesus. Did Jesus have to die for our sins?
· What about today, do we still need Jesus for this?
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Small Group Discussion Starter
The Bronze Laver
The Bronze Laver (washing bowl) was installed between the Altar and the actual tent. 
· If the ground was so saturated with the fluids from the various sacrifices wouldn’t seem that a different method of getting clean would be needed?
· Why just the hands and feet? Would the bottom of their robes need it as well?
· Stepping back and looking at this scene with a spiritual lens, what else do you think this ritual may have been used for?
Reverend Crowell wrote that Baptism was an outward sign of an inner change. He understood that various denominations have different views on baptism so he left for each pastor to talk about it in their messages and for discussion in smaller groups.
· Crowell later in his life was baptized in a pond while Buelow was baptized as an infant with water sprinkled over his head. 
· How were you baptized? 
· If you were baptized as an infant, how do you remember or celebrate your baptism?
· What is your church’s belief about the idea of being baptized again?
· Tell your story on how you were baptized and if you haven’t been this is a great time to explore this next step in your spiritual journey!
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Small Group Discussion Starter
The Lampstand
It would appear from the various instructions given to Moses that God created a transitional space from the Outer Court to the holiest room in the tent.
· Take some to review why there was a fence in the first place.
· Since the people then were unclean and it seems reasonable that even today people are less than perfectly holy or pure, do we then still need a transitional space before reaching out to God?
· Are there still places today that are considered to be like the Holy of Holies?
· Church, small group settings, homes, our hearts
· Have people elevated the church (sanctuary) as a holy place that needs extra respect? What are your thoughts on these practices?
The instructions were to keep the lamp lit. Was it necessary then for God to have a night light?
· Read the section on page 92 and reflect on the actual purpose of the lamp and its light for the Israelites.
· How would this look today? How do receive this enlightenment?
· Take time to work through your understanding of the Holy Spirit.
· On page 93 there is some thought that the Holy Spirit leads individuals to Christ. Have you had this experience? If so and you are willing to share your story.
Jesus is the Vine and we are the branches. What do we need to do to produce the fruit (pave 97)?  


[bookmark: _Hlk92958981]Emmanuel: God with Us
Small Group Discussion Starter
The Table of Presence
The act of communion has different names and in different denominations different views on how it is served.
· Some refer to it as the Eucharist or Holy Communion or Holy Sacrament or the Lord’s Supper.
· Take some time to look these different names up to see what their name suggests. 
· Different churches have different levels of being holy for the elements of Bread and Wine (grape juice).
· The Holy Catholic Church sees these elements become the actual body of Christ.
· Some independent churches may see them only as a symbol or a remembrance.
· Then others see it somewhere in between that there is a mystery surrounding it.
Have you ever considered why bread and wine are used?
· The first scriptural reference goes all the way back to Abram in Genesis chapter fourteen. Look it up and read the entire story.
· Have you seen this done with any other elements? (Like Oreos and milk.)
· Next time you take communion slow down and taste it. Feel it in your mouth. Jesus designed this to be fully interactive. 
· Another thought to consider:
· Just as the bread and wine become part of you does Jesus also become part of you?
· Would this begin to explain that it is not only an outward expression but also one of an inner change of the heart? 
· Take time to reflect on why the bread and wine are covered with a white cloth.
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Small Group Discussion Starter
The Curtain
Question: Are all events just coincidental or accidental or based on natural physical laws or has God intervened? One needs to consider the curtain being torn or ripped at the same moment that Jesus was dying and the area was experiencing an earthquake.
Was the curtain:
· Just old and it fell apart
· Did the earthquake cause it to rip?
· Did God rip it?
· Or is it possible that it was natural and it matched God’s timing?
Take time to revisit the need for Jesus to be the sacrificial lamb. Why was it necessary for Jesus to die and why was it necessary for him to be beaten so severely?
Questions concerning sin or wrongdoing:
· Where did the sin go that Jesus took on himself?
· Does it stay there forever and ever?
· Was it all sin from all time or just sin up to that point?
· Do I need to continually confess my bad behavior?
With the curtain being torn, what does that really mean? How do we have direct access to God?


Emmanuel: God with Us
Small Group Discussion Starter
The Mercy Seat
The Israelites received instructions or laws on how to live with each other and with God. This was considered to be a binding relationship that has been called a Covenant.
· Are Christ-followers still under that Covenant with all of those rules?
· Jesus during the Last Supper said that the cup of wine represented a New Covenant.
· Does that mean that we no longer follow the rules that were given to the Israelites?
· What did Jesus mean when he said that he didn’t come to get rid of the rules but to complete them?
· What does Mercy and Grace really mean?
The Holy of Holies was the place that only Moses or the High Priest could go. God would speak to Moses there. How do we have access today to God since the Mercy Seat is gone?
· Is it only through our prayers?
· How does God communicate to us?
One last thought: What are the graven images that we still worship today?
· What have we without thinking elevated to replace God?
· Work
· Family
· Vacations
· Sports
· Knitting
· Television

